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Simplots donate
$1 million gift to
Morrison Center
Idaho industrialist) .R. Simplot and his wife Esther
have donated $1 million toward construction of the
Morrison Center for the Fine and Performing Am
planned for the Boise State University campus.
The donation from the Simplots, whose firm runs
fi>od pro(.{:\�ing plant�. cattle ranches, and fertilizer
plant�. was annoumed at a press conference Nov. II.
"We v1ew this gift as a sign of faith in the institu
tion. and\\{" n:rta�nly believe it goes a long way toward
nuking the Morrison Cemer a reality, said BSU presickmjohn Keiser.
.
The tenter'' ill be located along the Boise River
between the Towns dormttory and the Science
Edmauon Building.
h will imlude a 2,000 scat performing theatre along
"1th das�rooms. offilCS, recital halls, and studios for
music and theatre arts departments.
Thr projrctrd cost of the Center is between $12.5-13
million. The classroom portion will be funded from
S5.2 million in statr appropriations while the perform
ing theatre will be paid for by private donations.
The Simplot contribution is the third large donation
toward the building. lnJLine of 1979 the Morrison
Family Foundation contributed $3.� million. This
summer Fundsy, a Boise fund-raising organization, also
donated $326,000.
This winter the university will ask the legislature to
appropriate an additional $2.5 million to complete the
state funding for the classroom portion. The Simplot
gift brings the private total raised to over $4.8 million.
President Keiser said he hopes private fund-raising
will be complete by the end of the year, and that the
legislature will appropriate the final amount this
winter.
''I'm confident that if the private monies are there
by the end of the year, that the public monies will
follow,'' Keiser said.
·

\

PIRG plans changed
Student plans to establish a Public Interest Research
Group at Boise State University have been scrapped.
Last April when the State Board of Education
n:jened a student proposal that BSU become part of a
national network of university PIRGs: students were
encouraged to modify and resubmit their proposal at a
later meeting.
Instead, student organizers decided to start over and
create their own, independent consumer research
group, called Student Citizens of Idaho (SCI).
Student body president Sally Thomas thinks a major
strike against their original proposal was PIRG's affilia
tion with consumer advocate Ralph Nader.
··All we really want is to have an organization for
students to carry out research on public issues. PIRG
had an identity problem, and we decided we did not
want to become a spin-off of Ralph Nader."
Following April's State Board meeting, Thomas
named a committee, many of them members of the
original PIRG organizing committee, to consider more
closely the type of research group students would want
to have at BSU. The group met frequently throughout
the summer and has been meeting weekly since the
beginning of the fall semester to develop SCI's philoso
phy. its organization, and to determine exactly what

·

(Continued on page 11)
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It was a big Homecoming weekend for athletic director lyle Smith, who was presented this portrait from
the
university by alumnus George Merritt. The football field was also named after Smith during the halftime cere
mony. That evening over 40 former football players from the '53-'56 teams gathered to honor Smith.

ew grant to improve
'eco�.omic literacy'
The BSU Center on Economic Education has received
a $�8. ')00 grant to host an institute designed to help
improve programs in consumer education.
"Economic Education-A Key to Consumer Pro
ficiency" will be the theme of the Western Consumer
Economics Institute·, which will be held next August.
At least 30 teachers from colleges and universities
throughout the West will meet with leading national
consumer economists during the ten-day session.
The group will explore how basic economic principles
apply to every day consumer decisions, and how edu
cators can use those principles to teach consumer
economics.
Boise State's will be the third such institute in the
nation conducted by theJoint Council on Economic
Education in its five-year program to eliminate
"economic illiteracy" among students. The grant is
provided by the American Express and Fireman's Fund
foundations.
Marvin Clark, chairman of the Boise State Depart
ment of Business Education and Office Administration,
will be director of the BSU Institute. and Gerald
Draayer. executive director of the Idaho Council on
Economic Education, will serve: as its resident consumer
economist.
According to Dra?yer, who has been with the ICEE
since 1977, the institute is the result of a growing
national interest in bringing consumer economics into
tl1e classroom.
Idaho is among 27 states that now require consumer
economics courses at the secondary level, he said.
Citir.g past studies that indicate many who teach the
newly required courses have little or no economics back
ground, Draayer added that the council's goal is to
improve the 'know-how'· of consumer economics
teachers.
John Clow, project director of the: joint council,
noted that;he effects of two similar institutes held in
the East and Midwest have been widespread.
''Our consumer institutes have a multiplying effect.
•

Each OM gnduatrs 30 rol� instructors, •ho thm
train about l. ')00 public school teachers. who in turn
reach 80,000 students within the first year.''
After attending the institute, participants are respon
sible for developing their own university-level consumer
education teacher training programs and consumer
et·onomlcs workshops for elementary and serondary
S(·hool teachers in their art:a.

Board to consider
spring fee hike
The State Board of Education will consider a spring
sl·mester fee increase as well as a proposed constitu
tional amendment to allow resident tuition at its Dec.
'
·'-4 meeting in Boise.
The Board will hold public hearings on the fee:
·increase package that was proposed at its meeting last
October. Under consideration will be a S�o per semester
increase for residems, S 100 per semester for non
rl·sidents and $4 per credit hour for part-time students.
If approved, the spring fee for BSU resident students
would be $289.
The increases are proposed by the Board as a one
time only measure to partially offset the 3.85 percent
budget holdback caused by a decline in state revenue.
The Board will also consider at its December meeting
three legislative proposals being prepared by the Board
staff, in�luding an amendment to lift the 90-year ban
on resident tuition in Idaho.
That measure must first be approved by the legisla
ture before it can go before the voters in the 1982
general election.
The second proposal the Board will consider is a
statutory clarification between fees and tuition, an issue
that is cloudy because fees that are used for instruc
�ional purposes could be called tuition and challenged
Ill COUrt.

The third proposal the Board will consider will give
that body the statutory language needed to make pro
gram changes at Idaho's college and universities.
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"We're extremely grateful for this
donation,'' said BSU professor of
history, Dr. Patricia K. Orada. "It will
make possible much interesting
research on Canada.''
Ourada, who triggered the Canadian
interest in donating the books to BSU
by an inquiry about available sources to
the consulate earlier this year, will teach
a colloquium in Canadian history dur
ing the 1981 spring semester, and has a
background in both Canadian and
Native American history. "I'm going
to be delighted to be able to use these
materials,'' she said.
''Groh has also made a large
Canadian film collection available to us
to order from the consulate for classes
here," Ourada said.
Included in the Canadian book gift
now integrated into the BSU Library
collection are volumes of poetry, books
about wild flowers of Canada and
Canadian garden perennials, an books,
and accounts of domestic Canadian
life. A history of the underground rail
road of pre-Civil War days in the U.S.
which brought Negro slaves to Canada
for freedom is included, as are materials
about French Canadian history and
society, books on crafts such as quilting,
and the best-seller My Heart Soars. a
volume of poetry by Chief Dan George,
star of the popular U.S. film Little Big
Man

The winning edition of cold-dnJI

'Mary, Mary'
opens Dec. 5
Mary. Mary. the popular 1960's

wmc:d¥byJean K.c:rr, will opeooa nio�

night run Dec. 5 at 8:15p.m. in the
Boise State University Subal Theatre.
The comedy was performed over
1.500 times on Broadway from 1961-64
with cast members including Betsy von
Furstenberg, Michael Rennie, john
Cromwell, and Barbara Bel Geddes of
"Dallas" fame.
Kerr, author of best-selling books
P/e,JJe Don't Eat the Daisies and The
SnJke Ha.r All the Lines. has created in
A1Jry. Mary a character who has come to
the verge of divorce through her
inability to control comic remarks that
make her husband uncomfortable. He
plans to marry a girl who thinks only of
diet fads and her digestion and never
indulges in jokes.
The play opens as the young couple
are brought together by the husband's
attorney who advises them to remain
together for financial reasons. Kerr con
tinues the plot with jocular observa
tions about health fads, Hollywood,
alimony. divorce, taxes, and the every
day obstacles of love and marriage.
The BSU production is directed by
J)r. William Shankweiler, with its

apartment setting designed by Stephen
R. Buss. Wendy Thompson will portray
the wise-cracking young wife, while
Da9id Painter will take the role of her
about-to-be-ex-husband. Sandra
Spidell is the wealthy health faddist,
Geralcl R. Fields, the lawyer, and Earl
Starry. a debonair movie star.
Reservations for the play may be
made by calling the Subal Theatre box
o,ffice at 385-1462 between 3-6 p.m.
weekdays beginning Dec. 1. General
admission for the comedy is S3. 50 with
students, BSU personnel and-senior
citizens admitted for S1. 50.

included a separate section of poems
written by Idahoans about Idaho, as
well as essays, short stories, and art
pages. A special edition of the publica
tion included the Idaho poems printed
on paper handmade by the magazine's
staff. Its cover was a graphic reproduc
tion of a special Idaho license plate
''CLD DRL'' and it featured a
"Rudolph Valentater" poster by BSU
art major Fred Fritchman.
The magazine is published annually
by the BSU English Department and
printed by the Boise State Printing and
Graphics Center. The 1977-78 cold
dnll also won first place in the coun
�:il' s na�nal �:ompctitioo, and the
1978-79 edition was awarded a gold
medal by the Columbia Scholastic Press
Association at Columbia University,
N.Y.

Canadians·
donate books
to BSU library
About $4,000 worth of Canadian
books have been donated to the Boise
State University Library by the
Canadian governmeqt.
The 200-volume collection includes
books of history, literature, science,
social science, and art, all by Canadian
authors. It offers, according to BSU
librarian Timothy Brown, ''A breadth
that we would not be able to acquire on
our own.''
The donation from the Canada
Council of the Canadian Department
of External Affairs is one of several
made yearly to assist American univer
sity libraries to add to their collections
of books by Canadians and about
Canada.
Helen Groh, vice counsul with the
Canadian Consulate General in Seattle,
was at Boise State earlier this month to
present the books officially to the BSU
Library.
''This is our way of trying to be helpful to American students by enabling
them to study about Canada,'' Groh
said.

Award-winning
comedienne
performs Dec.4

·

Comedienne Marsha Warfield will
perform at BSU Dec. 4, at 8 p.m. in the
Special Events Center. Admission will
be $2 for the general public and $1 for
students.
Warfield is a young black comedi
enne from Chicago who won the 1979
San Francisco International Stand-up

Comedy Competition. She moved to
Los Angeles in 1976 to follow the
comedy club circuit. Richard Pryor
signed her as a regular performer on his
television series pilots. She has made
guest appearances for Mac Davis, Alan
King, and on other television specials
and talk shows.
Her success in winning the Inter
national Comedy Competition led to a
contract with CBS to develop her own
''sitcom.'' Recently she has been on a
cross-country tour, warming up audi
ences for singer Teddy Pendergrass.
Warfield's appearance is sponsored
by the Student Programs Board at Boise
State. Tickets may be purchased at the
BSU Student Union information
center.

Indians here
for electronics

'

Four Native American students
enrolled in the Boise State University
electronics technology program are
attending those Vocational-Technical
School classes under the sponsorship of
the U.S. Bureau of Indian Mfairs.
Th_e_stu
: deJlt�,from Sioux, Crow, and
Flathead tribes, are all studying and
working under the 4-5 year Native
American Intake Program (NAIP)
sponsored by the U.S. Department of
the Interior Bureau oflndian Affairs.
The program includes training with the
Bureau of Land Management and the
Boise Interagency Fire Center, as well as
the course work at BSU.
Following completion of the com
bined educational train1ng, they will
work on U.S. Indian reservations to
develop and extend radio and telecom
munications facilities there, according
to the Boise State program coordinator
Don R. Macken.
The cooperative effort gives the
Indian students an opportunity for
high level technical training, Macken
said, allowing them to concentrate on
their electronics study whtle bemg
relieved of outside financial problems
and work obligations.
Attending the Boise State course
under the NAIP are:
-Ted Archer, an Ogalala Sioux
from Pierre, South Dakota. Archer
holds a B.S. degree in sociology and
psychology from the University of
South Dakota.
-Paul Begay, a Navaho from Van

derwagon, N.M., south of Gallup.
Begay worked previously With the BIA
as a draftsman, and has attended elec
tronics engineering courses at Eastern
New Mexico University, Portalas, and
the University of New Mexico at
Albuquerque.
-Michael Lee, a Crow from Billings,
Mont., who recently worked in the
Billings area office of the BIA, and who
has attended Eastern Montana College,
Billings.

-Tim McDonald, a Flathead from
the Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes, Ronan, Mont. He served with
the U.S. Air Force, and has attended
Flathead Valley and Salish-Kootenai
community colleges, as well as the
University of Montana.
SteveJenkins, a 1974 secondary edu
cation-history graduate of BSU, is the
BIFC program manager for the NAIP
students. He also is attending the elec
tronics classes this year, so that he will
be able to determine if the background
of future applicants suits them for the
program.Jenkins, who formerly taught
American humanities for the Boise
School District, has also worked for the
BLM electronics shop in Boise.
Native American students enrolled
in the continuing program will spend
their first year working for the BLM and
BIFC to eliminate background weak
nesses,]enkins said. The second and
third years of the training are spent in
the BSU classes, while the fourth and
fifth years are spent in on-the-job train
ing at BIFC with fire and other com
munications work.

BULLETIN BOARD
"Jeremiah Johnson,"ls a native Idahoan. A

ART SHOWS

nationally known survival expert, he began teach
Two art exhibits will be featured at Boise State

University Dec 1-17.
.

The works of 21 BSU Art Department faculty

members will be on display in the Museum of Art

on the ground floor of the Liberal Arts Building

ing outdoor survival classes at Brigham Young

University In 1966, and is the author of the book,

"Outdoor Survival Skills."

The workshop Is sponsored by the Criminal

Justice Administration Department of Boise State

from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. weekdays.

and the Criminal Justice Association.

room 106 of the building

BSU students.

A reception In honor of the artists will be in

Dec

.

2 at 8 p.m.

The show will reflect faculty interests In several

art media, including sculpture, painting,

ceramics, drawing, metalwork, and print

Cost of the workshop Is $12, or $10 for full-time
For more registration Information contact Dr.

Robert Marsh, 385-3243, or the BSU Continuing
Education Center, 385-3293.

making.

In Gallery II on the second floor of Liberal Arts,

Gaye Hoopes master's degree watercolor show,

"The Idaho Scene," will be on view from 9 a.m.

noon weekdays.

Hoopes, who teaches lettering and watercolor

classes at Boise State, has been a Boise commer

cial artist for 20 years. He received his bachelor's
degree in art from BSU, and has shown his work

in the Boise Gallery of Art, and Brown's Gallery,
·

Boise, as well as at Treasure Valley Community

College, Ontario.

SPEECH AWARDS
..
Nine trophies in six events won the Idaho

Sweepstakes trophy for the BSU speech team at

the Nov. 7-8 intercollegiate forensics tournament
on the BSU campus.

•

Thirteen schools from Washington, Oregon,

Idaho, Utah, California, and Wyoming attended

the eve.QJwhere BSU also placed second for the
tournament sweepstakae.

BSU winners included Cindy Hinton, who won

first place In oratory and second in prose and

communication analysis, and Dawn Gaines, who
took first in junior interpretation and third In

poetry.

Julie Newell took second in extemporaneous

speaking; Chris Ridinger, second in poetry and

Maynard Ferguson

Ferguson's
big band jazz
comes to BSU

Maynard Ferguson and His Band will
play Saturday, Nov. 29 at 8:15p.m. in
the Student Union Ballroom at Boise
State.
Music America magazine calls his
recent Columbia Records single
'' Gonna Fly Now,'' the first big band
hit in many years.
Ferguson's latest album, ''Conquis
tador," outsold the earlier "Primal
Scream" in only one month. His hit
single, the theme from the movie
''Rocky'' is still placing on the Btl/board
charts.
Tickets for the Maynard Ferguson
performance may be purchased at the
BSU Music Department, Musician's Pro
Shop, Student Union Information
Center at BSU, and Budget Tapes and
Sound.
Admission to the limited seating per
formance is $8 for advance tickets and
$9 at the door.
Ferguson's appearance is sponsored
by the BSU Music Department and the
Musician's Pro Shop.

third in communication analysis. Elizabeth Lind
say won third in prose.
SKIING CLASSES
Novice skiers take heart. Two Boise State Uni

SEAFOOD FUND RAISER
The Bronco Athletic Association will sponsor a

special seafood sale on Saturday, November 29

from 10 a.m. t o 6 p.m. In the Grand Central park

versity classes in alpine (downhill) and nordic

ing lot at 7201 Fairview Ave.

State University this spring semester.

seafood business for thirty-five years, will

(cross country) skiing will be available at Boise
The ski courses will be instructed by the Bogus

Basin Ski School staff.

Two sections of alpine skiing will be offered.

The Friday section from &-8:30 p.m. will meet in

the BSU gym Jan. 23 and 30, then at Bogus Basin
Feb. &-March 20.

A second alpine section meeting Thursdays

from 3-5:30 p.m. will be in the gym Jan. 22 and

29, and at Bogus Basin Feb. 5-March 19.

The nordic class meets Sundays at 2 p.m.

beginning in the university gym Feb. 8 and 15,
and meeting at Bogus Basin Feb. 22-April 5.

The ski school will charge $40 for each class;

however, that cost will include seven lift tickets

for the alpine section, and five tickets for cross

Alaskan Seafood, Inc., which has been in the

coordinate the sale. Their products are uncon
ditionally guaranteed.

The BAA will receive a percentage of all

walk-on and pre-order gross sales. The monies

raised will be used for BSU athletic scholarships
and other departmental needs.
MOONBEAMS AND MISTLETOE
"Moonbeams and Mistletoe" will be the theme

of the Christmas Ball sponsored by the Boise

State University Residence Hall Association for

students, faculty, staff arod alumni of BSU.
The semi-formal ball is scheduled

Dec

.

7 at the

Red Lion Riverside. A cocktail hour begins at 8

country skiers, according to Jock MacGregor,

p.m., and the dance will begin at 9 p.m.

ticket is $12.50, MacGregor said.

$3.50 for singles and $6 for couples and will go on

director of the ski school. TtreValue of each lift
Tickets will be used on instruction days at

Bogus Basin where a $2 discount for rental equip

ment for each class day will also be issued, Mac
Gregor said.

Tickets for the "anyone's choice" event are

sale at the information center at the BSU Student
Union Building or any one of the four residence

halls Nov. 25.

Further information about the ski classes may

be obtained from the BSU Physical Education

office at385-1570 or from Bogus Basin Ski
School, 336-4500.

SURVIVAL CON FERENCE
Survival expert larry Dean Olsen will speak on

"Alternative Wilderness Programs for Offenders,"
at a two day conference at Boise State University,

Dec. 8-9 in the Nez Perce room of the BSU

Student Union Building.

Olsen, the technical advisor for the movie

STUDENTS NEEDING JOBS
The Boise State University Office of Career and

Financial Services will help students and their

spou;.es" iln'd--off-campus employment In their Job

location Office, Room 124 of the Administration
Building. Dally openings for temporary,

part

lime and full-time jobs are listed there on bulletin
boards, and assistance with writing resumes and
letters of introduction Is also available.

Employers wishing to list a job opening with the
BSU office should call385-1745.

3
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PERSPECTIVE�����
Advice to

a·

university president

By President John H. Keiser
Yesterday, an aspiring university president made the mistake of asking me what I
had learned since becoming President ofBoise State University that would help him
function if he obtained the job he sought. I quickly formulated the following list of
rules.
1. Chances of quality higher education surviving are better in a state where budget
making is done annually by a government free to respond to problems than in
one hindered by a constitutional amendment or a ''tax initiative.'' The latter
situation rapidly turns teaching into just another state job and universities into
one more state agency in the minds of manv decision-makers.
2. Beware of anyone claiming to have ''a mandate'' from THE PEOPLE, THE
FACULTY, or THE STUDENTS. Defending yourself or your institution by
claiming to have an opposing ''mandate'' from the same sources is a sign your
job will soon be held by someone else.
3. View oolitics as education. Partisanship is a luxury reserved for those who do not
have to live by decisions made by incumbents. Make it clear to those incumbents
what an important constituent ot theirs your institution really is.
4. Resp.ond to community needs and advice gained through active advisory com
mittees, athletic associations, art associations, alumni groups, chambers of com
merce, professional groups and clubs. The more people who bleed when the
university is cut, the more likely you're doing your job.
5. Recognize that the production of quality education is hard work and really good
teaching is a rare and valued quality. Both respect for the profession and a
reasonable reward system must be reestablished if quality is to be sustained.
6. Never allow the budgets for travel, library assistance, and supplies, those things
which make professionals fed like professionals, fall below an unacceptable

Lette· r·s
-

Dear Editor,
I am writing this open letter to pub
licly thank the thousands ofBSU stu
dents, parents, faculty and community
leaders for their assistance, cooperation
and friendship during my service with
Boise State University. It is with a feel
ing of ambivalence that I have sub
mitted my resignation effectiveJanuary
1, 1981.
After completing twelve and one
half years withBoise College,Boise
State College andBoise State Univer
sity, I have chosen to accept a position
as Executive Director of the Idaho State
Dental Association. I have had many
fine experiences here and made friends
with a lot of terrific people. I know I
will miss the university atmosphere.
However, I believe the position I
have accepted will bring a new chal
lenge to me that I need at this time.
I wish to thank all of the university
personnel with whom I have worked
and associated. Thank you for your
help, criticism, ideas, smiles and
friendship. I will miss seeing you on a
regular basis, but hopefully I can stop
by now and then to say hello.
I wish to especially thank all of the
wonderful students that have made my
job a joy to carry out. Thank you for
your trust, suggestions, questions and
enthusiasm. Th� you for allowing me
to be a friend. Without you my respon
sibilities here would have been mean
ingless.

4

I wish all of you the greatest success
in the future and trust you will find
your chosen careers both challenging
and meaningful. If I can ever be of help
in the future, please don't hesitate to
get in touch with me.
Thank you again for all of the enjoy
able experiences we have shared at
Boise State University.
Sincerely,
Jerry Davis
Associate Dean of Admissions
Director, University Admissions
Counseling

Comment
The following statement on the
financial problems that face higher
education this year was drafted by State
Board of Education member Cheryl
Hymas and passed by the Board at its
meeting last September. After hearing all this information at
this meeting and last meeting, I'm very
worried about both public schools and
higher education's future. When we
talk to the legislative leaders and find
out how much money is supposedly
available, and when we see what our
needs are, we're in a crisis, an emer
gency situation.
There are three factors which I see

minimum. The growing dissatisfaction-from this will cost you your job in time. It
is better to eliminate programs and people, if necessary, salvage quality and the
meaning of the university, recognizing that this will force your resignation even
quicker, than it is to retain people without tools with which to work.
7. It is better to have faculty and students angry at you than it is to have them upset
with one another. Make certain everyone understands there are not disciplinary
hierarchies in your mind. Do whatever you can to encourage conversation and
cooperation between departments and schools. Taking responsibility these days
is disarming to opponents and admitting mistakes may prolong a job for several
years while critics analyze just what you're up to.
8. Teach whenever possible. Students don't remember presidents, but most recall
good teachers. Classroom experience helos focus on what the university is really
all about during board meetings, legislative hearings, and press conferences.
9. Intercollegiate athletics are a valuable addition to higher education, if they are
made an integral part of the institution and coaches are treated as teachers and
expected to respond that way. Winning is important in athletics as well as in
the classroom.
10. Your job is to be an advocate for higher-education within your institution. Insist
on equitable treatment with other institutions, or you will be failing both higher
education and your university.
11. Always hire deans who are willing to work for $1 a year regardless of the conse
quences. Also, do what is necessary to sustain and retain those special persons
who for some reason are willing to accept challenges, exercise leadership, exhibit
talent, and commit themselves to the institution in ways beyond the ken of
ordinary folks. There are only a few, but they are indispensable to everyone else.
12. Few persons are fortunate enough to work among so many bright and talented
persons as is a university president. Hundreds of Ph.D.'s constitute an unusual
wellspring of talent and advice. Seek it out and take it whenever possible.
Ultimately your job depends on faculty and their understanding and acceptance.
Good Luck.

that have led to this crisis, starting with

1 percent initiative, then we have infla

tion, and now we have a holdback due
to the recession. And these three factors
have been devastating.
Between 1975 and 1979, the dollar
appropriations were increasing, but
starting in 1980, with the implementa·
tion of the 1 percent initiative, there
was a sharp decline in education's pur
chasing power-this after an actual
dollar loss to inflation of 17 percent the
last two years. Now because of revenue
loss due to decline in the economy, we
have a holdback of an additional 3 .85
percent. You add that up and you're
coming to 21 percent.
Then projected for this year is a very
conservative 10 percent increase in gen
eral fund and, of course, inflation con
tinuing at the present rate. Education's
share will be more than $ i 1 million in
current funding. It's estimated that
public schools alone will need $33 mil
lion just to maintain existing programs.
Colleges, universities, vocational
education-all the other agencies need
very roughly at least $15 million more
just to maintain current programs,
which we've already cut this last
month, very drastically. So that's not to
maintain them in any style at all; that's
just barely to keep the skeleton alive.
So from two years ago, conser
vatively, our higher education institu
tions wiiJ have a one-third loss in real
dollars by next year. Now, figure your
own budgets in trying to live on a third
less within about 2 1/2 years.
Idaho's educational system is in
jeopardy. We have never been able to
afford the quality of edueation Idaho's

students deserve. We have been behind
year after year, and now, with cuts, we
can't maintain minimum quality. We
can't build for our student load which
is increasing, as we've heard, and of
course it may be impossible to recover
in the foreseeable future.
It gets down to this: A message needs
to be taken to the voters. We're going
to have to rely on them to tell their
elected representatives loud and clear
that more revenue is needed to save the
schools, to literally save them.
Long-range funding needs to be
appropriated, not stop-gap measures.
Another 1 percent of sales tax wiiJ be a
stop-gap measure. That's a partial
remedy only, because that will not
even take into account the next year's
inflation. So we've got to consider not
only sales tax, we've got to consider
other sales tax exemptions, severance
tax, and lots of other revenue .sources
which have to be explored. And, of
course, the needed tax increase is very
unfortunate, but I feel it's our duty as a
StateBoard to inform the citizens that
we are not "crying wolf," that there's.
impending, unprecedented funding
crisis in education on us right now.
I know other areas of government
also have serious problems. So asking
this, I feel is very conservative. We need
to get the message out about what has
happened and that what is going to
happen next year is going to be a
'
catastrophe.
Therefore, I move that the State
Board of Education go on record as
being in favor of a substantial state
revenue increase to enable Idaho's
educational system to be maintained.

In class again
Alumni return to teach
ALUMNI
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By Jocelyn Fannin
BSU News Servia!S
What do two Boise State University teachers of
Theatre Ans and English have in common? Although
one has taught high school level classes for the Idaho
State Correctional Institution, and the other has
pounded the Los Angeles pavements looking for work
as an acror, both have returned tO their alma mater,
BSU, to teach.
Sue Hudson, who earned her Boise State degree in
English in 1975, is now instructing developmental writ
ing and basic composition classes here, whileJon
Irwin, 1977 Theatre Arts graduate, has returned to
teach a children's theatre course.
Hudson at first found it a shock to enter the huge''
University of Missouri graduate school in Columbia.
·'But I got a tremendous amount of support from the
Boise State English faculty. I think I got an excellent
background here,'' she said.
After receiving her M.A. degree in 1977, she found
that her interest in library science brought her employ
ment as an intern for the Idaho State Library where she
worked in the government documents section and in
the division for the blind and handicapped, making
tapes.
At the state library, she also catalogued a collection
• •

of juvenalia-books and materials for children dating
as far back as the 1880's.
After working also on part-time clerical assignments
for the Idaho Department of Transportation, Hudson
returned to BSU for her Idaho secondary teaching cer
tificate.
Before beginning her teaching assignments with the
English Department here this year, she was a volunteer
with the BSU Adult Learning Center Right-to-Read
program, and an intern with the English Department
writing lab;ratory.

Up until the early July riots this year at the Idaho
tate Correctional Institution, she also taught high
school languab ns to men ages 16-21.
"I really enjoyed that," she said. "Although a lot of
the men had very poor reading and writing skills, they
were good students, and they were interested in learn
ing. The riot was really upsetting. I felt very sad and
had some anger. I knew that a large number of the men
weren't involved.''
At Boise State, Hudson teaches two sections of
English 101 composition and three of developmental
writing, together with four writing laboratory sessions.
"I don't think developmental writing was available
when I was here," she said. "The course is designed for
students whose writing skills are deficient, but 'Bone
head English' is not at all an accurate term anymore.''
·'We're trying to take students through the process
of writing, much·more valuable to them than sitting
down and dashing something off. Coming up with
something to talk about is what these students reaJiy
need. That fusion between writing and editing is
important," she said.
Irwin, who earned his master of fine arts degree from
the University of Oregon, Eugene, went to Los Angeles
after his graduation in 1979.
··I found it really a disgusting place,'' he said. Pros
pects for an actor are very slim, and it's really hard to
live there.''
However, he did find acting work as an extra in the
Jack Nicholson movie ''The Postman Always Rings
Twice."
I walked around downtown LA as a wino," he said.
''We formed bread lines with the regulars. I never did
get the actors and winos separated in my mind,'' he
said.
One of the real difficulties of working as an actor any
where is tt.e problem of union membership. You have
to have a Screen Actors Guild card before auditioning,
and you can't get the card without a role. It's even
harder than that in LA. It's imperative to know some
body. All the roles are given out to agents,'' he said.
"

When Irwin derided co rerum to Boise, "I had rwo
choices,'' h� said. • 'l would try to teach college or high
school.''
So, while teaching children's theatre at BSU this
year, Irwin is also taking classes in order to qualify for
an Idaho secondary school t<>aching certificate.
Of his class, he said, · T m having a really good time
of it. There's a nice mixture of theatre and education
majors. We do scene work and learn to perform for
children, as well as creative dramatics to show us how to
help children start performing.''
''I never did perform when I was a child,'' he said.
''I got interested in the theatre in my senior year of
high school in Portland. I've always played an instru
ment, but there, I got enthusiastic about acting and
singing."
After taking a few classes at Portland State, Irwin
traveled to Europe, ran out of money in Madrid, and
hired on with a Spanish circus.
''That circus was a little world unto itself. I learned a
good deal of Spanish-Italian jargon, and got so I could
communicate in neither Spanish nor Italian,'' he said.
"It wasn't really glamorous," he said: "I shoveled a
lot of elephant manure.''
Irwin is director of theJan. 9-17, 1981 Boise Little
Theatre production of The White Sheep ofthe Family,
an English farce.
Earlier in his career he starred as Gideon in the Paddy
Chayefsk(play produced by Boise Theatre in a Trunk,

t

and p ixl Billy Hendron, the clerk, in Boise Little
Theatr
Abe Lincoln in Illinois.
His raduate school thesis project was acting in the
one-man play Clarence Darrow. ''That was a terrifying
experience, and really a unique thing," he said. "So
much of your work in the theatre is how to learn to
relate ro others on the stage. In a one-man play, aJl the
others are taken away from you."
"A friend directed me," he recalls. "We rehearsed
twice a day, a minimum of six hours. I read everything
available on Darrow. He became very real to me. He
influenced my way of looking at the world."
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Stars of·yesteryear return
'53-'54 teams back to honor coach Lyle

By Larry Burke
BSU News Services

Football talk was in the air the evening prior toBoise
State's crucial Homecoming showdown with Nevada
Reno Nov. 8.
No, it wasn't the normal pre-game gossip at favorite
watering holes like the Interlude or Gin Mill. This
chatter came from Old World Catering, where a group

of over 40 middle-agedBroncos from the 1953-55 BJC
teams had gathered to honor their coach Lyle Smith and
renew acquaintances after more than 25 years.
Their scenes were played in a setting many of the
presentBronco faithful may not be too familiar with...
the old wooden, battleship gray stadium and grass field
that was the forerunner ofBSU's modern version in
concrete and Astroturf.
But to fans from the '50's, the names back for the
reunion, Fulwyler, Lodge, and Miklancic, to list a few,
are as familiar as Minter, Hughes and Aliotti.
Embellished stories about those banner years inBSU
football history flew around the banquet room and later
at the Reno game where Smith's players helped dedi
cate the football field to their former coach.
Edward Lodge, now a district judge in Caldwell, was
a star halfback on the '53-' 54 teams.
"We were primarily a running team ... we had a
power offense,'' he explained.
TheBroncos usually ran out of the Notre Dame box,
an offense like the single wing where the quanerback
called the plays, but seldom handled the ball.
Lodge was one of the men who took care of that
chore, leading the team in scoring and yards gained

&!! 22

Star halfback Ed Lodge, left,
Bill Butler.

chats with guard

both seasons. In 1954 he was named an all-American.
·'We had some great blocking backs and linemen . ..
it wasn't that hard to make a few yards," Lodge
laughed.
In those days Smith taught a tough, straight-ahead
brand of football. It wasn't complicated, but it was
effective.
In 1953 theBroncos lost only once, to Pasadena 6-0
in a playoff game for the Junior Rose Bowl. The next
year they got revenge against Pasadena, but tied Ricks
and lost to Compton 7-6 in the PotatoBowl. And in
1955, theBroncos dropped two games to Pasadena and
Everett.
''Lyle was dead set on fundamentals. He stretched
you, made you better than you would have been other
wise," commented Lodge.
But psychology was just as important in Smith's
game plan as blocking and tackling.
End Nick Rudge, now owner of a grocery store in
Vancouver, Wash., explained.
''Lyle never let you !ay down. You never had a
defeatist attitude. Tear.1s that should have whipped our
pants didn't because we were so emotionally high.
''And you always did what he said.If he told you to
run through a waH, you ran through a wall," said
Rudge.

6

Lyle Smith was at his coaching best getting these backs ready for the 1955 season. From left, they are Ron
Zarbinsky, Chuck Bate, Dale Chatterton, Jim Warner, Ken Gluch, George Kom, and Fred Norman. Several
members of this team as well as players from the '53 and '54 squads were back in Boise for a Nov. 8 reunion.

Lodge-.$!mplcexplanationof the attAtode•in�
those days.
''You were afraid to lose if you played forBJC,'' he
said.
The squads in the '50's were an unusual mix. Young
high school stars from Idaho's small towns were thrown
together with tough veterans just back from the Korean
War. The leadership of those veterans was important.
BillButler, now with Idaho Power inBoise, was one
of the vets who had a reputation for keeping younger
players in line. He was offered a car and a good sum of
money to play for Arizona State, but he came back t?
Boise because he wanted to be on the teams that Smtth
coached.
Road trips were grueling, because the team had to
get to places like Yakima or Centralia, Wash.by bus.
The only time theBroncos got to fly was when they
went to a post-season bowl game.
Rudge recalled his feelings about a 195� game
against Pasadena, a game that was played tn the Rose
Bowl.
''I 'II never forget walking out of that tunnel and see.
ing the RoseBowl. Pasadena had 99 players sutted up
and we brought 33. I was star-struck,'' he laughed.
''It was a big thing for country boys like us,'' added
Lodge.
While the social hour was a time to guild a few
stories, the reunion banquet turned into a testimonial
for Lyle Smith, the man who beganBoise's winning
tradition and left football in 1968 after winning 85
percent of his games.He has been athletic director for
over three decades.
Player after player stood up to sentimentally recall
the importance Smith had in their lives.
Their styles were different, from the stand-up
comedy routine of Dick Newby to the more down
home approach of Fred Miklancic.But every player
repeated the refrain ... Lyle Smith was a fair coach who
taught his players the value of hard work and a never
say-die attitude. Those were lessons that stuck.
·'Lyle treated everyone exactly th� same. All of us
gained the same thing, whether on the front line or
not,'' saidBob Donnelly, now a sporting goods store

owner in Twin Fall...
''Every year I run across a situation and say 'Aha, so
that's what Lyle meant','' added Stan Oliver, who owns
a forest products firm in Sandpoint.
Wally "RunBackwards" Brown played for Smith
and then was on the opposite side of the field when he
wached at ColumbiaBasin. He now lives near Denver
and works for the Skyline Corporation.
"He's a pro among his peers, bar none," said
Brown. ''There's not a person in the country who
doesn't admire his professionalism.''
There was plenty of praise for Smith that evening,
but he also took his share of good-natured ribs, mostly
over the tight fist he kept around theBJC purse-strings.
"I remember a road trip to Weber," laughedButler.
'We stopped for dinner in Rupert and Lyle said 'Here's
a dollar, bring back the change,' He was undoubtedly
the tightest man I ever knew.''
Jerome cattle rancher Forest Hymas added his share,
recalling that it wasn't until he got into the cattle business that he realized that the steak Smith had been
•

feeding them all those years was really hamburger.
But those days were long behind Smith and his
players that evening, as he acknowledged the old teams.
''They were great years. Looking at all of you here
(Continued on next page)

Lyle_ laughs with Bryant Lemmon, Birmingham, Ala.
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makes me feel very proud. This evening isn't just for
me ... it's also for you guys and everyone else who has

il'

:it

helped build the program,'' Smith said.

::1

"I feel very fortunate to be associated with you."
The reunion organizing committee included Dr.

Robert Fulwyler, Lonnie and Tony Park, George

Merritt, Dale Chatterton, Edward Lodge, Ron Steven

son, and Dyke Nally.

I
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Alumni

i

in touch

mingham, Ala., and Dick Newby of Tustin, Calif.,

Others from out-of-state included Wallv Brown,
Brighton, C..olo.; LeRoy Buhler, Salt Lake City, Utah;

OB IT UARIES
Carroii"Murray" Jenkins, 26, was struck and killed by an automo
bile along the Yellowstone Highway on Sept.

29.

He graduated from BSU in 1978 with a degree in business adminis
tration. At the time of his death, he was employed as an accountant at
the Golden Valley Packers in Roberts.

Minshew, Holladay, Utah; and Nick Rudge, Van
couver, Wash.; and Larry Bennett, California

College in1962, received a bachelor of arfs degree from Boise State

Players still living in Boise were Babe Anduiza, Alan

Brown, Bill Butler, Dale Chatterton, Bob Fulwyler,

Ken Gluch, George Merritt, Bob Nisbett, Fred Nor
man, Lonnie and Tony Park, Tom Rhodes, Dale
Stickel, Ron Zarbinsky, and Don Stevenson.
Others attending were George Allen, Lyle Buhler,
Lyle Cole, Ed Lodge, George Tavares, and Lloyd Taylor,
Caldwell; Bob Donnelly and Merl Eden, Twin Falls;
Bob Brulotte, American Falls; Jim Chatterton and
George Kom, Pocatello; Ray Clayton, Shoshone; Dale
Eden, Gooding; Keith Howell, Emmett; Forest
Hymas, Jerome; Stan Oliver, Sandpoint; and Don

White, Montour.
Also at the banquet were former officials Norm
Esson, Mark Maxwell, Jim Nally, and Frank Plouf.

BSC sfudent leader
killed in accident
Former Boise State College student body president
Ernie Weber died Nov.

12 in an automobile accident

near Prineville, Oregon.

Weber, student body president in

1967-68, was an

assistant superintendent of schools in Madras, Oregon.
He worked with the Warm Springs Indian tribe near

Madras during his three years with the school district.
He was so well accepted by the tribe that he was

made a chief at his funeral, the first time this has been
done by the tribe for a non-Indian.
In addition to his activities in student government,
Weber was also on the BSC wrestling team.
Weber was married to the former Sue Anderson,
daughter of Dee Anderson, a BJC alumnus and editor
of the

1941 yearbook.

University of Idaho.
Survivors include his wife and sons, Jon and Eric. His
p;1rents, Mr. and Mrs. Phil Weber, live in Caldwell.
Memorials to Weber can be made to the Madras
School Distrin No.

Gretchen Crill,

509 J, Madras, Oregon 97741.

38, died October 5. She graduated from Boise Junior

College in 1972 and taught school in Burns, Ore., Irrigon, Kuna and
Nampa.

Popular vo-tech instructor Bill Curtis died of natural
causes No v .

13. Curtis had taught auto body at BSU

sinrc 19(i7.
He enrolled as a student at BJC in auto body after his
discharge from the U.S. Navy in

1958. After graduation

he worked for Paul Parks Auto Body Shop.

He was a member of the Community Christian
Center, Boise Elks Lodge, BPOE, BSU Alumni Associa
tion, and the Bronco Athletic Association.
Survivors include his wife Merle, daughter Melanie
Campbell. and sons Brian and David.

Memorials may be made to the Bill Curtis Scholar

ship Fund, Boise State,
Ida. 8.F25.
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manager of the Post Falls Bank of Idaho the past four years.
Mons Teigen, an accounting graduate of BSU, has joined James
Agencies, Inc., a multi-line company. He is responsible for policy
holder coordination and market development of business Insurance

Jerry W. Nielsen is the new assistant manager at the Rexburg office
of the Idaho First National Bank. Nielsen joined the bank In 1976 and

�

has held positions as loan officer in Moscow and as assistant
manager In Boise before being transferred to Rexburg in 1979.

Linda Lou Krlzenesky, 23, died October 11 in an automobile acci
dent. She had worked for Albertson's and Hewlett-Packard Co. for the
past two years.

Walter Hom has been chosen as a trainer for a minor league base
ball team in Puerto Rico. For the past two years he has been a trainer
for the Oakland A's minor league division, working in New Jersey for

Regina S. Weiner, 30, died October 13 in a Boise hospital of natural
causes. She received her bachelor's degree from BSC in 1973. She
taught special education in Canyon County schools for the past seven
years.

one year and Connecticut last year.
Richard (Rick) Montgomery has joined the Soil Conservation Ser
vice staff as a conservation technician and is stationed at Craigmont
to serve the Lewis and Clearwater Soil Conservation Districts.

Erma Marie Endorf,

66,

died October19 in a Boise hospital. She

worked for the Selective Service for many years.
Keith S. Go, 23, died October 25 in a hunting accident near Weiser.
He had worked for York Chevrolet Co. In Weiser, and had most
recently worked for Panike Auto Body Shop. He was a member of the
Weiser Rural Volunteer Firemen.

Petroleum Landman doing title search, typing related le.Qal docu
ments, etc. for leasing oil and gas drilling prospects.
LaDawn C. Kldd has recently become employed at New Careers,
Inc. as business education instructor.

WEDDINGS

,._II. ec- Ia �ly t-=hlng fourth gnde In Glendale,

Steve Thaete and Lynn Peterson, 1980 graduates were married Aug.
9, In Boise. They a

ving in Lakewood, Colo., where he i'l

employed by Deloitlt:, Haskins & Sells of Denver.
Married Aug. 15 in Rupert were Joyce Abo and Tim Praegttzer. The
Memorial Hospital.
BSU graduate,

Ariz., after receiving her masters degree in art and elementary educa
tion.
Ruth Norris is wrking for the Palo Alto. Calif., Veteran's Adminis

bride has a nursing degree from BSU and Is employed at Magic Valley

tration Medical Center as Chief of Classification Section of Personnel
Service.
Gertrude Arnold has completed her master's degree in College

Dlr¥ld J. T�l and Susan L.

Student Personnel Administration and is now employed as an Admis

Hobbs were

married Aug. 16 in Custer. The ceremony was the first wedding Jri1he
old Idaho mining town since1917. He Is employed by the U.S. Forest
Service. The newlyweds live In the Yankee Fork area.

Richard A.

After having worked for three years in the Public Relations Dept. at
Abilene Christian University, W. Maxine Paxton is now working as a

sions Counselor for Idaho State University.
Kay WlsamWIIS serving with the U.S. Navy at Camp Pendleton,
Calif., as an RN at the Navy Regional Medical Center.

Paulson and Ann Marie Rose were married Aug. 23.1n

Gooding. The bridegroom is president of the ABC Stamp Co. in

Kenneth L. Johnson has formed a CPA firm in Bellevue, Wash
ington.

Boise. His wife is also employed by the firm.
Laura Vance and Jeff Murray exchanged wedding vows on Aug.

29.

The bridegroom Is presently employed at Allies Safes and Vaults i n
Boise.
Laurene Gall Minium became the bride of John Herbert Van Alstine
bridegroom is employed in construction work.
Penny M. Wemholf and Steve Mathis were married Sept. 7. She Is a
buyer for Carroll's store in Boise. He is a computer installer at Hubco
Ada Products, Boise.
Katherine Mary Helfrecht and

Eric Woodson Hart, both of Seattle,

exchanged wedding vows Sept. 12.
University of Washington and is a mathematics instructor at Seattle
Central Community College.
Theresa G. Davis became the bride of Michael Giery in a Sept. 20
ceremony in Emmett. She has served three years in the U.S. Navy.
The couple lives in Annapolis, MD.
Michael R. Banning and Pamela Denney were united in marriage on
Sept. 20. He received a degree in criminal justice administration from
BSU in 1979. She received a bachelor of science degree in biology
from BSU in 1'J79. He is a second lieutenant in the United States
Marine eorps. The couple will live near Camp Pendleton, Calif.
Julio

0.

Ana Marie Qullantan-Hawtey is working as a first grade bilin1Jual
teacher for Tempe School DistricU3 In Guadalupe, Arizona, where 95
percent of the students are Yaqui and Mexican-American.
Jackie Argyle was recently named as a Zone Manager over ten
county Department of Social Services offices for the Michigan
Department of Social Services.
Randall Henion recently completed his doctorate in higher educa
tion at Nova University, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, and Is employed as
Director of the Individualized Instruction Center at Davidson County
Community College in Lexington, NC.

The bridegroom, a BSU graduate, has a master's degree from the

Instructor dies

J

,....,.. .

Meridith is the new manager of the Orchards branch of the

and pensions.

on Sept. 6. The newlyweds are at home in Ely, Nevada, where the

He received his doctorate iJ1 education from the

F.

Bank of Idaho. Meridith joined Bank of Idaho in 1976. He has been

Jimmie Coulson, Spokane, Wash.; LeRoy Garland,

Vale, Ore.; Fred Miklancic, Walla Walla, Wash.; Bob

'

Joe

r

,

JO BS

Some of the players, like Brvant Lemmon of Bir
came long distances to be with their ccach
and teammates.

,

McDonough exchanged wedding vows with Norval D. Scott

on Oct. 4 in Pocatello. The bride was an instructor in office occupa
tions at BSU. She now works for a law office in Pocatello. The couple
is residing in Pocatello.

Northwest Administrators, Inc. of Seattle has promoted Lynn
Townsend ('79) to a trust accounting supervisor. In her new job she
regulates 35 health, ..yelfare, and pension trusts throughout the
Pacific Northwest.
MISCELLANEOUS

"

Julie Reifel held her first show of watercolor Floral Portraits at the
Hair Gallery during the month of October.
Pearl Van Patten Is a new member of Theta Chapter of the Delta
Kappa Gamma Society International. She teaches third grade at
Jefferson School in Jerome.
Ann Leg was one of the 109 to be sworn in during a ceremony of the
Idaho Bar Association in Boise Sept. 19. During her first three years
as a BSU student she was employed during the Legislative sessions.
She was graduated (cum laude) from BSU in t976 as a history major.

j·i

She is presently serving as clerk for Supreme Judge Allan Sheppard
and eventually plans to practice law in Idaho.

1910 University Drive, Boise,
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The field of the future
·

-

A new academic discipline is emerging

By Colleen Birch-Maile
Peering into destiny, once the exclusive domain of
fortunetetlers and swamis, has achieved respectibility.
In the past twenty years, forecasting things to come has
become a serious and often profitable business. More
recently, the study of the future and ways to manipu
late it has gained credibility as an academic pursuit.
At least four American universities offer programs
leading to degrees in ''Futuristics." Many more,
including Boise State University, incorporate elements
of futuristic theories in the presentation of other discip
lines. This emerging field of study raises serious ques
tions among scholars and practitioners alike
.

The termfutrm'stics stretches over a broad spectrum

of convinions. It's equally applied to doomsday

prophets and proponents of high technology progress.
Indiyiduals who arc planning changes affecting the next
50 to �0 years an: considered as futuristic as those
instigating n:volutions of thought or spiritual awaken
ings that may not take hold until generations have
pass,·d.
N'·arly � .000 interested persons gathered in Toronto
thi� vcar for what was billed as the first Global Con
f,·re�cc on the Future. The vast representation included
soc:iologiMs, political anivists, businessmen. environ
fll('lltalists. anors and artists. researchers, market
;maly�t�. and of wurst·, educators.
What thn·ad of rommon thought then, binds all
tiH.·st·�
lU,;r? :!. er
} �_ is no co'!��.e��Ps.�cr.
. ��j��,.t�
"Stnsc ltt'!lt.'ard1 n>nsuf
' tant f'hff'RailTOn IS a veter2n of
tht: nation\ first futuristic research center, the Rand
Corporation think tank that was established in 1946.
Like murh of futuristits. it grew from an intense anxiety
about th(· pr,·sent. Its primary mission was to keep
Amnica a Cold War jump ahead of Communism. For
thrn· yt:ars. Hanson's forecasts helped sensitize United
States' imelligcm·e agenrics to potential Russian
aruvJttes.
In Hanson's analysis. futurists ran be expected to
hold one wmmon rharancristic: their self description.
"Anybod)' ran say he's a futurist. And, anybody can
do futures research. The level of competence will
dcpend on his ability in his own area of study,'' he said.
Hanson went on to explain that the prominence of
some futures resear� hers docsn't depend as much on
their levcl of competence as it does upon the reputation
tht-y'vc established. "Researrh improperly based often
fails." he said.
Futures is big business
Regardkss of the surcess rate of futures predictions,
forerasting things to rome. from election results to
world population at the turn of the next century. is big
business. More than 200 research institutes of varying
degrees of rompetenry exist in this rountry. Thetr sur
vival is based largely on the willingness of government
and,industry to spend big bucks keeping one step ahead
of tomorrow's disaster ...or tomorrow's competition.
Speaking before the Toronto assembly, Edward Cor
nish, president of the World Futures Society. expressed
an understanding for those who strive to establish
criteria for rectifying futurists. ''We want some way to
credential futurists so that people who use our services
can have ronfidence in what they are buying.''
He went on, however, to warn that academia's
attempts to establish orderly parameters for the rapidly
evolving field could be counter-productive. "I think

8
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academia has to follow, rather than be in the forefront
of a new field,'' he said.
How arc those institutions currently offering futur
ist irs programs attempting to eke order from the con
fusion? Existing programs, for the most part, arc loosely
knit. They typically consist of basic introductions to
futuristics and a sampling of the most popular sehoofs
of thought as well as instruction in research techniques.
and the technology of forecasting future events.
Variety is best
Most programs leave plenty of room for emphasis in
at least one other area of study. This, in Hanson's
opinion, is vital to the success of the professional
futurist.
''It is much more desirable to have an education pro
gram with a strong emphasis in another field, the field
you endeavor to study, than it is to encounter intensive
studies in various futuristics theory and methodology,''
ht: explained.
Hanson is an advocate of at least some academic
exposure to futuristics. ·'I think it is healthy and good
tO sensitize society to the future. If we don't do it
through the educational process, who will do it?" he
asks.
At Boise State University, an emphasis on thinking
about tomorrow is sprinkled throughout several discip
lines. Students also have the opportunity to experience
a more conrentrated exposure to the often conflicting,
sometimes ronfusing works of futuristic philosophy.
Dr. Richard Baker developed BSU's "futuristics"
murse three years ago.
The ronsistently popular class has been offered as a
spt·cial topic-pan of a program designed to give inno
vative ideas exposure. Next term, Baker anticipates it
will be added to the regular curriculum.
Baker applies a broad definition to the term ''futur
istics. ' · ·'Futurists. on the whole do some basic kinds of
things to plan and develop for the future," he explains.
Although Baker believes the course he teaches is impor
tant. a rrusade for an entire futuristic program on the
local level is not part of his game plan. Instead, he
strives to give students a better understanding of the
world they're living in.

''There are, of course, lots of different brands of
fwtucism,' he explains. In an attempt to expose
students to a variety of theories, Baker explores the
main streams of futures thought and popular variations
of these themes, as well as carefully selected science
fiction work.
•

.
Two sides to the future
''There arc two major streams of thought about the
future," according to Baker."Optimists sec high tech
nology and its developments as the answer to the prob
lems confronting the world. They're pro-growth."
Among the most prominent of these prophets
finding little fault with the consumptive approach to
life is Herman Kahn.One of the most visible futurists,
he developed a national identity as the ''thinker of the
unthinkable.
Kahn's brand of optimism hinges on the belief that
scientific and technological progress must go on because
the problems of technology can be solved with more,
new and improved technology.
''Few futurists fall into this category,'' Baker said.
Indeed, after using Kahn's work in the early days of his
''futuristics'' class, Baker abandoned him for a presen
tation of ' 'pro-growth futuristics'' that was, at once,
more palatable and less extreme.
On the opposite end of the futuristic thcoty spectrum
Baker places "the pessimists." "More futurists faJI into
this category. They express a concern for the environ
ment, natural resources, and the quality of life." Ba�cr
says that the pessimists in the final evaluation arc
ultimately optimists.
"They believe the pro-growth system can't sustain
the kind of material growth we've endured since World
War II. The pessimists hold to a kind of a 'we can do
more with less and improve the quality of everyone's
life' thought. So, in the end, they have the idealism
and the hope.''
•'

1

Baker's class also touches upon a segment of the
''pessimistic'' main line of thought that looks for per
sonal transformations to affect positive social change.
Among the proponents of this holistic theory
meaning a synthesis of old and new knowledge about
the total potential of mankind-is BSU political science
professor Dr. Richard Mabbutt. A product of the 1960's
and its quest for social change through political
activism, Mabbutt espouses a theory that ''suggests an
alternative perspective on reality and humankind's
potential within it emerging.':
.
Mabbutt, who wilf tour the Alaskan communiry cor
lege sytem lecturing on ''Educational Futures'' and
"The Futures of Leadership" next month, mingles ele
ments of personal transformation as a means of change
in his political science instruction. He believes the
variety in current futures philosophy is good.
''As long as the field remains somewhat eclectic
there's room for the kooks, as well as the truth, and the
truth has a better chance," he said.

Mabbutt distinguishes his work from more tradi
tional, optimistic (high technology) and pessimistic
(let's do more with less) theories in several ways.
''Most futuristic thought takes today's conditions
and tries to either propel them into the future, or devise
a means to avoid them. They lay down plans that will
take effect in the relatively short term.''

Mabbutt's own work on the promise of human
potential has received positive recognition from the
likes of Dr. William A. Tiller, Stanford physicist, who
explai[1ed that the ''world desperately needs to hear an
assessment" (such as Mabbutt's).
Even Willis Harmon, who spoke at a BSU conference
on the future last spring and is a leader of the "we can
do more with less'' school of thought, is l'eaning toward
theories like those espoused by Mabbutt. In a copy
righted inte,rview with New Realities magazine,
Harmon set forth a brand of futuristics that incor
porates elements of the psychic and the spiritual.

''We have certainly gone through a period, more
recently, in which we have been excessively concerned
with the outer world and its manipulation, and with
dominance over nature,'' he said. ''Now, perhaps what
we are coming into is a period of more balance where
we recognize the importance of being at home in both
,
inner and outer spheres.''
Harmon, wl>o is currently associate director of the
Stanford Resea.
Institute and president of the Insti
tute of Noetic Science (founded by former astronaut
•

Edgar Mitchell) continued, "It didn't occur to us that tt
was possible to lose knowledge as well as to gain it.
There may have been things understood in the Middle
Ages that we didn't understand later on because the
knowledge was lost.''
Like Mabbutt, he sees a series of inner-personal
transformations wrenching an over all transformation in
the world.And he concedes that that process will take
ume.
Baker terms the holistic, inner transformation theory
interesting, intriguing and important, and also empha
sizes that it's "pretty far down the road."
The BSU 'futuristics'' teacher also believes that
instead of college departments given over to the analysis
of theories like Harmon's and Kahn's, education will
continue to incorporate a concern for futuristics, in a
less visible way, in many of its liberal ans programs.
''The study of science fiction as literature is largely
futuristic, although most people don't perceive it that
way," he explained.
·

The psychic could provide answers
Mabbutt's theories, which call for a convergence of
new science and ancient elements of philosophy and
religion, rrfay take generations to evolve. He encourages
man to cultivate his intuitive capabilities, and become
attuned to long-forgotten elements of the psychic
sphere. Despite what may seem like unorthodox doc
trine, Mabbutt is in excellent company. More and more
futurists are delving into the metaphysical for potential
answers to what seem like overwhelming problems.
Mabbutt was a delegate at the Toronto futures confer
ence.He cites the dramatic increase in offerings dealing
with the transformation of mankind, compared to a
similar conference held in Washington, D.C. five years
ago as support for this trend.
''Five years ago, there was virtually nothing on the
program dealing with this kind of thought. A group of
those interested formed a little discussion group. This
year there was an incredible amount of discussion in the
area.

Dr. Robert Blackstone, who will teach "politics of
the future'' when it's offered for the first time next
term, holds a bachelor's in El}glish as well as several
graduate degrees in theology and political science. He
terms science fiction, "some of the most important
writing going on today.It's psychologically important
to our ability to deal with the pace of change in the
world.''
''Politics of the future'' will �lso strive to get students
thi11king. It emphasizes the scientific as opposed to the
cultic approach ro futuristics and includes a foundation
....of research methodology.
. 'There is a great deal of depth and breadth necessary
to carry out futuristiC! and ftftcastin g very wen. 1 con
sider myself an explorer into the future as opposed to a
predictor," Blackstone said. "And, I believe a broad
rather than a highly specialized education is of value. A
sense of history is indispensable to future studies.''
Despite a national ripple favoring futuristic creden
tials and formal programs, local educators and practi
tioners seem to opt for a broad education tempered
with exposure to futuristic elements.
How do students of futuristics perceive their needs?
Linda Arcadia, a Social Sciences major and welfare
activist, hopes to do graduate work in futuristics.
''I'm very concerned with the long range effects of
future circumstances and the impact they have on
people's lives," she said.
''I'm anti-war, and anti-hunger. I'm concerned with
world family planning. An emphasis in futuristics,
along with a basic course of study is valuable in terms of
planning. And we need better planning and more fore
casting to develop social programs that can save
resources and be less costly in terms of human suffering.
''Futurists are going to have to have different kinds
of backgrounds, and those backgrounds will have to be
·considered as part of their credentials,'' she said.

Roots are in sci-fi
In truth, many futurists have their roots sunk in the
realm of sci-fi.Researcher Hanson divides futurists into
three categories ... those who predict on the basis of
intuition ... those well versed in sophisticated research
techniques and technological forecasting, and science
fiction writers, who he explains, ''Get into serious
futuristic business, especially at their conferences and
convention;.''
It is therefore no frivolous accident that science fic
tion finds its way into Boise State's' 'politics of the
future" course as readily as it fits into Baker's "futur
istics" studies.
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Oriental impressions
'

BSU mathematician visits Chinese schools

Not a teadfer's paradise, though

By Denise Carsman
BSl.J News Services

by hand.

Can you imagine a class schedule that requires
studt"nts to spend a half a day per week working in a
fartory? Or having to repeat a full year of school for fail
ing two tlasses?
Not in this country perhaps, bt.it these and other
prani,es highlight the many differences between edu
cation in China and the U.S. according to Boise State
mathematirs professor Phillip Eastman, who recently
returned from an 18-day wur of the People's Republic
of China.
Ea�tman was among 14 mathematics teachers from
throughout the country who were selected to go on the
trip by the United States China Peoples Friendship
t\ssoriat ion.

"It was an incredible shock for me to see farmers
plowing fields with water buffalos, and hundreds of
people in a field cutting rice with only a knife.''
The trip, which included visiting six cities, among

them Beijing and Shanghai, impressed the touring

mathematirians with the Chinese commitment to
education.
''I've never seen a country that is so dedicated to
educating its people as China is. The government, the
parents, the children-all are committed to improving
the state of education in China.''
Some parents knew the country couldn't survive long
under the conditions that existed during the cultural
revolution and that one day education would gain back
its former place in Chinese society, said Eastman. Many
who could continued to teach their children at home
and now they are the ones who are enrolled in the more
advanced "key" schools, and will probably become the
n �xt generation's leading teachers, scholars, and
_
SCientiStS.

To many, this might seem a teacher's paradise, but
there are also some features that would be viewed with
little enthusiasm by most American educators.
Although the group had been told several times that
education was mandatory, it wasn't until the end of the
trip that Eastman and the others discovered
·'mandatory'' meant one thing in the city and another
in the country.
··A basic difference between their system and ours is
that their education is not uniform. In the cities it is
mandatory to go through senior middle school (the
equivalent to our senior hjgh schools only more diffi
cult) whereas in the country students are not required to
attend past primary school.''

More math than here

By visiting Chinest S(.'hools and universities the group
hoped to determine how much progress the Chinese
had mack in the field of marhematirs sinre 1977 when
t ht· first group of mathematidans visited the country.
"The Chinese had been going through a period of
very rapid development." explained Eastman. "With
the death of Mao in 1976 and the rhange in political
atmosphere. China made a romplete turn about in
tiKir educational system which had been decimated
during the cultural revolution."
When the"great proletariat cultural revolution"
began in China in 1966. attempts were made to bring
about radital changes in educational curricula, and
many of the country's schools and universities were
dosed until 1976. said Eastman. Intellectuals were
either killed or forced to work on farms with the
peasants in Mao's efforts to cleanse China of"ideologi
cal backsliders" and to eliminate any signs of"elitism"
from Chinese society for good.
The upheavals of that ten-year period produced a
generation of Chinese lacking in education and a school
system that had to gain lost ground. said Eastman. And
China's present leaders fully realize the importance of
education in achieving their well-publicized four
modernizations policy-modernization of agriculture.
industry, defense. and science and technology.
Regime turning abroad for education
The ruling regime is also turning abroad to aid in the
counrry's intellectual rebirth. he added. Foreign
scientists and other scholars are being asked to teach
and lecture in Chinese universities, and Beijing
(Peking) is sending thousands of the nation's brightest
students abroad to study.
"The country is doing a tremendous job of turning
out people in science and math, but at a much faster
pace than the development of their economy and tech
nology. The problem, as I see it, will be providing
interesting jobs for these people in the near future. The
country is still at a point where most everything is done

10

-r--;----

In particular, Eastman noticed that the Chinese
sthool system stressed the study of mathematics at all
levds, and that students in China must take about two
and a half rimes as many math classes as most students
in the U.S.
For example, the typical math major at BSU needs
12K units to graduate and of that only 4' units will be
in math. In contrast, he pointed out, a Chinese student
training to become a teacher must take 145 units, with
I 05 of them in math alone.
"Another thing that is really different, and I had a
hard time believing it for awhile, is that teachers at
t·very level teach only two classes a day-that's all!''
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Through inquiries Eastman found every bit of that
"spare'' time was put to good use. Not only do teachers
prepare well for each lesson (they have developed tech
niques for explaining mathematics very effectively
using different color� of chalk). they also spend a lot of
time tutoring individual students and making home
visits to keep the parents informed about their child's
progress in dass.
·'The parents there realize they have a great part to
play in their children's education. much more than
thev realize here." he observed.
One of the benefits Eastman attributes to that sup
port is that teachers don· t have ro waste any time trying
to get the students' attention-they have their atten
tion immediately and they can keep it for hours.
"It's not that these kids don't know how tO play;
they played like the dickens during recess; it's just that
they're very well disciplined. The whole society is."
·-

Requirements for admission to Chinese universities
have fluctuated, depending on political campaigns and
the need for technical specialists. During the cultural
revolution, when the few universities that remained
open were more vocational than academic in nature,
entrance examinations were abolished and preference
was given to students from worker or peasant �ark
grounds.
Entrance exams have since been reinstated, and
according to Eastman, only the very bright students
from the communes ever make it as far as the university
level. Even among the city dwellers competition for
university admission is fierce, and good grades may
make the difference between direct enrollment and

years of hard labor in the factories or on the communes.
Another drawback to China's education sysem is
that. unlike teachers in the U.S. who have many text
books to choose from, the Chinese teachers have no
choire, said Eastman. There is only one textbook series
and it is published by the government.
"Currently every student in China is required to take
math up through differential and integral calculus, but
school officials are discovering the textbook is too hard
for some and others just can't make it.''
In some cases Chinese methods may seem lenient, but

�
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Reflections on life abroad by
Dr. Penny Schoonover, a BSU
professor teaching in Germany

.

generally they are more difficult.
If a student fails a final examination he can retake the
test a month later. However, if a student fails two
classes, he must repeat an entire year of schooling.
Some students are even required to work a half a day a
week in a factory.
And the Chinese system is rigid in other ways too.
Education follows Party line
Teachers are required to educate students along Party
guidelines, morally, physically, and intellectually,
'
explained Eastman.
Primary students are quickly taught the five''loves''
in Maoist ideology: the love of motherhood, of the
people, of labor, state property, and science. Students
at all levels do eye exercises in the morning and after
noon to help their reading and all left-handed students
are promptly "corrected" in the first grade.
Portraits of Marx, Engels, Stalin, Lenin, and Mao
can be found in most classrooms, which as a rule are
quite drab, said Eastman.The average class size ranged
from 44-58 students and the atmosphere was quite
formal. Even at the lower grades the lecture method of
teaching prevailed and students very rarely asked ques
tions.
''They think this is the most economical way to use
class time," said Eastman. "To allow one student to ask
a question would be wasting the other students' time."
Teachers in China earn about 60 yuan or $42 a
month, which is comprable to a factory worker's salary,
J)aid Eastman. China has an eight-gradepay scale for_
'th'e.average worker and the salaries range frorri' n'-1'00
yuan a month.

•

salary and many have to save their money for five years
to buy'one. Even then the wait may be longer because
bicycles are rationed by the government.
In addition to economic troubles, China also has a
severe population problem, Eastman said. Agriculture
production can barely keep up with the growth in
population.
"It's also very hard to get on any of the communes
unless you're born on one. Most of them are either
supporting as many workers as they can or they just
don't have enough housing," he added.
The average commune supports about 14,000 people
and some are as large as 150,000.
To combat.the population growth, the government
has put some very stringent economic restrictions on
having children. Contraceptives are free and everyone
is discouraged from marrying young; the acceptable age
for females is 25, and for males it is 29. Furthermore,
Eastman learned through one of the tour guides that
having one child is accepted, but the government will
pay none of the schooling or medical costs for a second
child, and if a couple has a third, their salaries will be
cut by 30 percent.
It wasn't until the group left the country and stopped
over for a day in Hong Kong on their way back to the
U.S. that Eastman said he realized another difference
between China and the West.
"I had walked alone through Shanghai, a city of 11
million people, and never felt the least bit endangered,
but as soon as I got to Hong Kong I felt threatened
again, just like being in Los Angeles or New York.''

Photos by Phillip Eastman

PIRG plans changed
(Continued from page 1)

Also learned about society
In addition to information about China's schools,
Eastman aQd his colleagues were able to gain insight
into other aspects of Chinese society as well.
The group usually had two interpreters with them,
one was a national guide who traveled with them
throughout the trip, and the other was a regional one
that met them at each city or commune. However, East
man said he was surprised at the number of students
who could speak English.
''None of them were too timid about practicing their
English with us. A good command of the language
qualifies them for the best jobs.''
And the normal American who takes owning an
automobile for granted might be interested in knowing
there are no privately owned autos in the whole coun
try, only a few taxis and official government cars,
according to Eastman.
''The majority of the Chinese people get around by
walking, and some are lucky enough to own a bicycle.''
Bikes cost the average Chinese about three month's

would be needed to get it approved by the StateBoard.
'
Student organizers f9r an Idaho PIRG last year
solicited over 3,800BSU student signatures during a
petition drive. and received the support of more than 80
faculty members. Still their proposal was turned down
by theBoard.
''Until everyone feels comfortable with this (new
proposal), there is no point in going ahead with it,''
Thomas said.
A major concern about PIRG that had been
expressed last spring byBSU President John Keiser and
the StateBoard was that the university could be
ultimately liable for the actions of an organization it
had no control over.
PIRG is a national non-profit, non-partisan corpora
tion financed and controlled by students to conduct
public affairs research and public-education programs
and to lobby in the public interest. Although they are
located on campuses and are funded by student regis
tration fees, they remain completely autonomous.
Unlike PIRG, Thomas said plans for the new SCI
include an advisory board made up of faculty, adminis
tration, and community members who would make
sure''the students produced quality work and main
tained professional attitudes.''
Besides an advisory committee the SCI would also
include two other entities, one a student organization
recognized by the Associated Students ofBSU, and the
other a legally incorporated, non-profit, non-partisan,
student-run organization.
The method of collecting fees to fund PIRG also met
with some criticism last year, but Thomas said students
will probably propose a similar fee collection system for
the SCI.

Living in Germany involves a different set of eco
nomic demands from being a tourist. Postage on letters
and post cards to the folks back home does not change,
of course (48( for an air mail card and 65( for a letter).

Nor do bus and tram rides cost more (four rides for
$2.40).
A cup of coffee at McDonald's is a bargain at 65(; at
a proper cafe it is $1 or more but at Tchibo's, where you
have to stand at the counter, a cup is only 25(. No
refills in Germany. A hot sausage and roll at a street
stand is $1. 75. A glass of wine is at least $2 or $3.
At any supermarket, usually found in the basement
of a large department store, you can buy quite respect
able Rhine wine for less than $3 a bottle. The selection
is satisfactorily varied. In a specialty store like the
Weinparadies (Wine Paradise) you can wander along
shelves lined with the best frornBaden, the Ahr, the
Moselle, the Pfalz, Wurttemberg, Austria or the
regions of France. For less than 10 DM ($6) you can
indulge in a blissful moment, or the same wine from
the sunny drought year of 1976 can set you back less
than $12.
To sample properly the wines of Germany would be
reason enough for the tourist to extend his stay. And if
you stay, you quickly discover that prices are not geared
for an, Idaho salary. While restaurant meals are con
sidered inexpensive at $3.50, it is still cheaper to cook
for yourself, even at $1.80 for a loaf of bread and $3.60
for 1/2 pound of coffee. An apartment is cheaper than
a hotel, even if harder to find.
Jn a city where the official statistics claim 16,000
people are looking for an apartment I found one (22.34
square meters) for $264 per month plus $600 deposit
plus a hefty estate agent's fee, plus amusing electric
bills. A telephone is $120 for installation plus $18 per
month plus lU per unit each phone call. And I'll have
my phone ''only'' three to six weeks after I filled out
the request form.
; .
A car would not only cost me, besides the initial
price, insurance, taxes (four times a year) and license
plate, but also gasoline, which is about 72( per liter,
about $2.90 per gallon. The price does not seem to
inhibit anyone: the roads are full and the signs on the
Autobahn suggest (not command) a limit of 130 km
per hour (78 mph).
·

...

-

If I lived her permanently I would worry about the
5.3% inflation; thank goodness it's down from 6% in
June. Unemployment has risen to an alarming 3. 7%.

One thing is certain, and that is Germany's economy
depends on exports. The country is not rich in raw
materials nor does it have a large domestic market, rwo
luxuries America has had until now.
One in four jobs in Germany depends on export,
which makes up more than 25 percent of the Gross
National Product (in America only about seven per
cent).This fact probably more unconsciously then con
sciously colors the stories behind the headlines and the
course West Germany should take in its relation with
Eastern Eur:_ope.
The German press talked of the recent U.S. election
in terms of what each candidate understood of detante,
trade, and the economic effects as well as the political
effects of a renewed arms race. The dependence on
exports is a major factor in education; even strictly
vocational pupils must learn a foreign language and at
the university there are English courses especially for
economics and business students.
One in four jobs . .. the price of my daily purchase of
bread is ultimately determined by the success of inter
national trade.

11
.

-��
.,
-,

;

A new face at Vo� Tech
An interview'· with Dean Donald Healas

You came to Boise State from the Cleveland Public
School vocational education system. What philosophies
from that large, politically difficult system do you think
might be applicable here?
Several things I believe apply. Number one, Boise is
an urban area in Idaho, and as such, I think that we can
head off some of the concerns and problems that have
entrapped many of the nation's large cities.
We have to be aware of the national priorities. All
those situations have occurred in many of the large
metropolitan areas and we are on the brink of it in
Boise, I think that we can provide strong leadership to
head off some of the problem areas or some of the chal
lenge areas ahead of time.
Number two, I think people fail to appreciate that
Boise State University is an urban university, and again
like Wayne State in Detroit or Cleveland State in Cleve
land, Boise has a unique role to play in the develop
ment of not only Boise, but Idaho and the Pacific
Northwest.

What is the status of vocational technical education
in Idaho?
The new leadership provided by Dr. Larry Selland
has given vocational education in Idaho a new leap
foiWtid. larry has ao ex«Uent rc,..ution natiooallJi·
and under his leadership all the vocational education in
Idaho is going to move ahead with the times. I think
that each of the six area schools that provide this, in
getting wgether periodically like they do, will be able
to meet sofTle of the challenges head on to work with
their own constituency and provide a total constituency
-the state.
You don't feel we a� still in the "hammer and saw
era," when we should be in the space age?
No. I think we are moving very rapidly into the new
technologies. When you look at the past history and
look at where our planning is taking us, you will find
such programs as environment, fuel energy, resource
management, aerospace, and computer technology
coming on-line. While we still will have bread and
butter programs-many of the programs that business
and industry need-we will also provide this new
avenue for exploration and instruction.
Do you favor the vocational or the technical educa
tion aspect of the school? Is vocational education
obsolete in modem society?
No. Let me give you a pet problem of mine. That is
the word ''training.' I feel that although it is used fre
quently and used in the language of the Congress, that
we are really preparing, we are really educating people.
I think we have three publics to serve in that respect.
We have those individuals that may only either desire
or be capable of reaching a level of what I would call
single skill operation.
•

Then we have the next level, which is the multiple
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skills. Those people going through two-year programs
and getting all the related technology and skills
developed will be the technicians of the future. T.hen
we will have. with the university's backing, an oppor
tunity for those students who desire to move from the
multiple skill area to a baccalaureate program.
So as I look at it, in a very short time span we will be
able to provide these three major goals for the people of
Boise and Idaho. Again we have to stop and realize that
many of the programs offered at BSU are not offered
anywhere else. So students wbo want those particular
programs, whether they are in northern Idaho or in the
southeast corner, have to come to Boise State.

What is the potential for vocational technical educa
tion in the Boise area?
The potential is tremendous, providing we have the
funds. Let me illustrate that. This past September we
had an official enrollment of approximately 750
students. We also know that we had to turn away about
750 potential students. We had their names and
addresses: they had filled out their first application for
us, so it's not just a matter of saying, "Well, I know
there are people out there." I know there are people
who called in, and we had to turn them away. We have
these adults pre-register, and of course we don't have
the funds or the space at this mome.nt to provide their
needs.

What plans do you have for expansion of any of your
school programs? Do you plan to add to the
curriculum?
Yes, we plan to add to the curriculum. We plan to
modify the various offerings. based on surveys. We
have a study underway right now dealing with aviation,
and specifically the air frame and power plant program.
We have one just getting underway in the field of
avionics, which deals with radio and radar and elec
tronics pans of aircraft.
We are looking at drafting technologies because
several architectural firms have requested that we pro
vide a major, rather than just a one semester program.
So there are a series of these things where working with
the students and with business and industrial com
munities, we will be modifying our programs.

Is electronics the field where Vocational Technical
education here is most likely to expand?
The electronics field is a booming one. I just read a
report by a study group, a society of training directors,
which indicates that computer technology and elec
tronic technology are going to be almost uncontrollable
in terms of growth potential. You and I in our own
homes in a short period of time will have computers
that will help us with our shopping, with our income
tax, with our communications. Speaking of that, we
have the problem of word processing, which uses an
electronic based operation. We have requested and
have received approval to bring in two brand new ter
minals for our business program. We will involve not
only the data processing aspect but also the word
processing aspect. It's a growth area that very few
people can predict. They just know it's going to be big.

Do you foresee any need for expanding your vo-tech
space here on campus? Do you have any building
projects or classroom expansion ideas in mind?
Yes. Not of the expansion of our physical site but
greater utilization of the site as it now stands. In the
past education has been rather traditional; that is, it
served a population berween 8 a.m.-4 p.m. and has not
taken into account there are other experiences outside
the educational system.
We are looking forward to using our physical space
up through 10 o'clock at night to provide the required
needs of the population. In addition to that, Dr. Keiser
and Dr. Bullington both have referred to a study look
ing for additional property that apparently took place
here several years ago. That is still in the offing, but at
the moment, with cut-backs we are probably going to
have to delay that opportunity.

Do you agree with President Keiser's recommenda
tion to the BSU faculty in August that a university
avionics program might be established at the Boise Air
Tenninal and Mountain Home Air Force Base?
I'm not sure he said it exactly that way. He does have
a good grasp of this, we have talked about it. We have
been out to visit Mountain Home Air Force Base, and
� reaU2e' �is a �r potenriaJ, bur � aJso realize
there is a probably even greater potential here in the
Boise area at the commercial air field or at Gowen Air
Field.
We have an outstanding Air National Guard opera
tion out there. The FAAS is out there, and they are pro
viding support. And again it refers back to the study
that we are doing now in the field of avionics. We think
with very little effort, and very little extra equipment
that as we look for new teachers, new instructors, in the
field of electronics we are hopeful of acquiring individ
uals-with aviation backgrounds to supplement our
on-going staff.

Vo-Tech instructors have in the past complained
about the disparity in their pay and status compared to
academic areas of the university. Is that complaint
valid?
It seems to me, the question has been reversed. We
hear complaints from academic people that their pay is
not equal to the vocational instructors'. I guess there is
only a logical way to answer that; that is supply and
demand has taken effect.
Let me give a couple of examples. We know at the
present ume there are many basic baccalaureate degree
teachers available who haven't found jobs yet. We also
realize there are many highly skilled technicians work
ing in industry. If we want to have them in our school,
we have got to pay the going rate.
We do find, I think, some disagreement as to pay
status for the academic person who may have a
baccalaureate, and probably does, versus the vocational
skills teacher, who may not have a baccalaureate, but
has a highly desirable skill.

'

Are the Vo-Tech instructors' skills wonh more in the
market place? Is it a problem to hire qualified instruc
tors for the school?
It is. Vocational instructors with their specialized
skills, whether it happens to be in diesel or avionics or
business education, probably demand a higher pay
level on the outside than a person with a liberal arts
background, and therefore, when we need those kinds of
individuals we have a problem. We can't even find sub
stitutes for those who are ill. I would suggest to you that
if it were an English class I could probably pick up a
substitute very quickly. It's rough.

Does the level of education at the Vocational school
here meet the demands of the marketplace now?

Yes. One of the things that the vocational education
act mandates is that each of our programs has an
advisory group technical advisory committee. The com
mittee for each of our major areas and instructional pro
grams is made up of representatives of that specialty in
the community. Since September, I have been able to
meet with all the advisory committees in session, and
have asked them to review our program and to tell us
where we can update.
What rwo or th«e th at I haven'r, Glen Linder has
dealt with. In addition to that we have a school advisory
council made up of four or five of the top business
leaders of the community which gives us an overview,
an umbrella. They don't get down into the specifics of
the program, but they tell us what we ought to be
looking at.
Nov. 8 we underwent both self-evaluation and State
Depanment for Vocational Education evaluations of all
of our programs. Two members of each of the evalua
tion teams will be members of the community advisory
committees who will be called in by the state and asked
to work with their staff members as they evaluate each
of our programs.
So not only do we do it informally with our own com
mittee, but yearly almost. In fact, every five years we are
again mandated by Congress to have a study.

What are your views on having basic skills such

as

English and mathematics taught to vocational technical
students by academic instructors rather than vo-tech
instructors as is now done?

I would like to see, and I think we will see, where our
academic related instructional program will be assumed
by those specialists in the academic areas. My only
concern-and it's not really a concern-my only
request would be that we be able. to provide the
academic teachers with some ideas and concepts about
vocational education so that they can relate more closely
to the individual student's occupational goals.
I think with this proposed baccalaureate program
that is coming along that you will see a close tie-in.

In the future will Vo-Tech school programs be inte
grated with the university academic settings? What
cooperation is possible between the schools in setting
up that integration?

Well, the process is underway right now. Some time
ago an ad hoc committee developed a proposal package
for review and they have named it the bachelor in
applied science degree. This may not be as appropriate
as another one, for instance the bachelor in applied
technology, but nevertheless a great deal of intensive
work was done, and it has been submitted tO the
curriculum committee of the Senate.
It has been approved with some editorial modifica
tions and will be appearing before the Senate in a very
short period of time. It has been strongly endorsed by
Dean Keppler and myself. It has received strong
endorsement by the community vocational advisory
committee members, and advisory council members to
the school. It has received endorsement from such
people as che registrar, the librarian, and many others.
Again, it will take some work, but I do see a grand
opportunity.

Do you have plans to expand offerings to lead to
bachelors' degrees from the school?

Yes. Our proposal is that the bachelor of applied
science degree be like an umbrella degree. Individuals
will be able to major in any area of their choice under
that degree program. For instance there may be a major
in childcare, or drafting, or electronics. In the future,
we think, once we get this move that we will be able to
provide an opponunity for other departments in our
school to provide a combined degree where they will use
not only our facilities, but will be able to move into the
field of pre-engineering and get some additional work
in their area through Dean Keppler's office. So we do
see an expansiOn.

How do you view your plans for the future of this
school in the light ofldaho budget pressure?.

I see it as a slowdown, not a stoppage. 1 see it as an
opportunity to perhaps do a little bit more in the field
of comprehensive planning because we will not move as
fast as we had anticipated. But I look forward to maybe
a two-year program of development and consolidation,
and then I think that Idaho will provide us with the
opportunity to expand to meet the needs of the
community.
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Away, but at home
Basketball players find 'host families'
I

Hughs to play
in East-West game
Boise State University senior fu1lback David Hughes
has been invited to play in the annual Shrine East-West
game set for Jan. 10.
Hughes, a 6-1, 220 pounder, is Boise State's third
all-time leading rusher.
Through eight games this season, Hughes' career
statistics include 41 games, 329 carries, 1, 705 yards for a
5.2 carry average, 12 touchdowns rushing, 63 pass
receptions for 636 yards and 5 more touchdowns by the
pass. This season he has rushed for 3 77 yards on 67
carries for an average of 5. 6 yards per carry.He has
scored two touchdowns.In addition, he has 18 pass
receptions for 105 yards.

Wrestlers ready

Basketball player Kevin Ross jokes with members of his host family. Marjorie-Ann. Michelle. and Greg Faucher.

One year ago Kevin Ross hardly knew where Idaho
was, much less that he would be living here. But a bas
ketball scholarship changed all that, and this fa11 he left
home inJacksonvi11e, Florida to come to Boise.
It was the first time he had been away from the
familiar surroundings of his home town and family.
The transition wasn't an easy one.
''I was ready to pack my bags and get on a plane,'' he
said of his early weeks here.
''I ,v:�.s very lonely at first.Then I got to know the
Fauchers, and it made me feel like home again.''
The Fauchers that Ross mentioned are just one of a
dozen couples taking part in a new "host family" pro
gram sraned by BSU baskerba11 coach Dave Leach to
give players a "home" outside rhe campus.
Like Ross, that home atmosphere appeals to Neftali
Reyes, another freshman from downtown Chicago.
Used to the fast pace of Chicago, Reyes found him
self staring at the wa1ls because there was nothing to do
when he arrived here last summer.
"Ir was a very trying rime," he commented.
He adjusted with the help of his host family, the
Gary Robbs.
"I think it's a great idea, especia1ly for players
leaving home for rhe first time.You meet some rea11y
great people ... it's good ro have a place to kick your
feet up and feel at home,'' said Reyes.
According to Leach, the feelings of Ross and Reyes
are not unusual for freshman ballplayers who must
adjust to a new town, study harder, find new friends,
keep a new coach happy, and play a much faster brand
of basketball than they did in high school.
The "host family" can be an important part of the
transition for those young players.
"We want our players to have a home atmosphere, a
place where they can visit with other people besides
their roommates and basketball players.
"It's nice to have a chocolate chip cookie fresh from
the oven once in awhile,'' Leach said.
kach said the ''host family'' idea was very successful
at Oregon State where he coached last year. In some
C2SeS, it provided an outlet for players to work out

problems that they didn't feel comfortable discussing
with the coach, he explained.
But he added that the ''host family'' idea has been
given a bad reputation because some schools have used
ir as a means to funnel extra benefits to athletes.
The NCAA permits home visits, he says, but has
strict rules that prevent athletes from receiving special
favors that aren't available to other students.
That means things like weekend trips to McCa11 or
borrowing the family car are off limits.
Abuses won't happen here, Leach insists. ''The
home atmosphere is what we are looking for, nothing
else."
Gary Robb has been meeting with Reyes ever since
September. They usually average at least one visit a
week, and Reyes is often over on weekends to watch
football and relax.
"I remember the first time I was away from home. I
think this makes the first experience not so frightening
for them ... it's nice to have someone to count on,"
said Robb.
Faucher is also enthusiastic about the program.
''I think it's a great opportunity for the boosters to
get more familiar with the players,'' he said.
Faucher pointed out that che host family can benefit
as much as the players.
''It's been a great experience for my children. They
look upon Kevin as an idol ...it makes for a good
relationship.
"They treat me like a big brother ... that 's kinda
nice," said Ross.

14

-----�--------

--

�--�----

The Boise State University wrestling team will be
looking for its eighth consecutive Big Sky Conference
crown in 1980-81 under the direction of Coach Mike
Young. The Broncos have a strong lineup returning
despite the fact that Scott Barrett and Kevin Wood,
returning conference champions, are redshirring this
season.
Some talented freshmen and junior college transfers
have strengthened a line-up Jed by Doug Pugmire ar
134 pounds and Bill Braseth at 177 pounds, both
returning Big Sky Champions.
The Broncos face a tight conference race challenged
by always strong Weber State and a much improved
Idaho Stare ream that is aided by eight junior college
transfers.
Sophomore Fred Guajardo looks to be the man to
beat at 118 pounds. He will face a stiff challenge from
freshman Tom Hugie, a two time state high school
wrestling champion from Blackfoot, ID.
At 126 pounds, Curtis Cooley, who wrestled on and
off last year, will replace the redshirting Scott Barrett.
Doug Pugmire, who last year as a freshman won the
conference crown at 142 pounds, should be tough to
bear ar 134 pounds this year.
James Williams should be the number one wrestler ar
142 pounds. He will get solid competition from Wes

Knutson, a junior from Polson, MT.
Dan Bincadi, who Coach Young feels is his best
freshman, will get the nod at 150 pounds. He faces a
stiff challenge from Riley Cronk, a junior who has
encountered injury problems in the past.
Dean Schmanski was second in the conference last
year at 150 pounds and looks strong this year.He
should be tough to beat at 158 pounds.
Homer Lord, a talented junior college transfer, will
replace Kevin Wood at 167 pounds.
Bill Braserh wi11 be the number one wrestler for the
Broncos at 177 pounds.He won the title at that weight
each of the past two seasons.
At 190 pounds, the Broncos appear strong with 1980
conference runner up Harold Wittman returning.
At heavyweight, the Broncos wi11 be relying on
veteran Dave Amsden to strengthen the line up. He was
third last year at the conference meet in Boise.
In all, the Broncos have 24 wrestlers on the squad this
season, and a rough schedule against both conference
and non-conference opponents preparing them for the
conference championships, Feb. 28, 1981 at Northern
Arizona University in Flagstaff, AZ.
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EDITORS: Wayne Chatterton and James H. Maguire

BUSINESS MANAGER: James Hadden

Telephone: (area 208)385-1246
Reviews in Choice, Library Journal, The New Republic, the Los Angeles Times, and Western AmericaD Literature have said that
Boise State University's Western Writers Series provides "useful," "interesting," and "scholarly" introductions to the lives and works
of writers who have made a significant contribution to the literary heritage of the American West.

We invite you to order any one or all of the following pamphlets. You will receive all forty-five pamphlets, and you will become a
subscriber to the continuing series, if you ask for a standing order. The price of each pamphlet is

$2.00 plus 50i per order for

mailing and handling charges.

1. Vardis Fisher: The Frontier and Regional
Works by Wayne Chatterton

2.

0

Mary Hallock Foote by James H. Maguire 0

15. George Frederick Ruxton by Neal
Lambert

16.

-

_..,Q�

31. Virginia Sorensen by L.L. and Sylvia
Lee

0

32. Alfred Henry Lewis by Abe C. Ravitz

0
0

____

Frederic F -uington by Fred Erisman

"""""'[]

3. John Muir by Thomas J. Lyon

0

17. Zane Grey by Ann Ronald

0

4. Wallace Stegner by Merrill and
Lorene Lewis

0

18. Stewart Edward White by Judy Alter

0

33. Charles Alexander Eastman by Marion
W. Copeland

19.

0

34. Ruth Suckow by Abigail Ann Hamblen

0

5.
6.

Robinson Jeffers by Robert J. Brophy

Bret Harte by Patrick Morrow

0

Jack Schaefer by Gerald Haslam

0

35. Don Berry by Glen A. Love

0

Thomas Hornsby Ferril by A. Thomas
Trusky

0

20.
21.

Edward F. Ricketts by Richard.Astro

0

36.

Enos Mills by Peter Wild

0

22.

Bill Nye by David B. Kesterson

0

37. Gary Snyder by Bert Almon

0

23.

Gertrude Atherton by Charlotte S.
McClure

0

38. Charles Marion Russell by Robert L.
Gale

0

24. Hamlin Garland: The Far West by
Robert F. Gish

0

39. Jack Kerouac by Harry Russell
Huebel

0

25.

John G. Neihardt by Lucile F. A ly

0

0

26.

E.W. Howe by Martin Bucco

0

40. C.L. Sonnichsen by Joyce Gibson
Roach
41. Janet Lewis by Charles L. Crow

0

42.

0

7. Owen Wister by Richard Etulaine

0

8. Walter Van Tilburg Clark by L.L. Lee

0

9. N. Scott Momaday by Martha Scott
Trimble

0

10.

Plains Indian Autobiographies by Lynne
Woods O'Brien

0

11.

H.L. Davis by Robert Bain

0

12.

Ken Kesey by Bruce Carnes

.

0

13. Frederick Manfred by Joseph M. Flora

0

14.

Washington Irving: The Western Works
by Richard Cracroft

D

STANDING ORDER

0

27. George Catlin by Joseph R. Millichap

0

28.

Josiah Gregg and Lewis H. Garrard
by Edward Halsey Foster

0

29.

Edward Abbey by Garth McCann

0

30.

Charles Warren Stoddard by Robert L.
Gale

0

Tom Robbins by Mark Siegel

43. Joaquin Miller by Benjamin S.
Lawson, Jr.

0

44. Dorothy Johnson by Judy Alter

0

45.

0

Leslie Silko by Per Seyersted

Ship to
Address --------�-

City
Zip

State

--'------

Send Orders to:

•

BSU Bookstore
Attn. Western Writers Series
Boise State University
Boise, Idaho 83725

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY
BOISE, IDAHO 83725
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FOCUS to parents
The next three issues of FOCUS are being
sent to parents of- new freshmen to aqualnt
them with the Boise State community. Parents
or others who wish to continue receiving the
paper after December can fill out the form
below to be placed on the mailing list. ff
possible, please attach the mailing label from a

current issue.
Name
Address

--- ---____
___

______
--,--

State

City

Zip_

Parents of student
(attach mailing label here)

l·nside:

H

II

'------

� :___���--

Futuristics

